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INTERVIEW WITH FRANK PETERSEN, DOB/01-16-50
Science Teacher/Columbine High Scheol
3456 West 30th Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80211
(303) 477-6793

INVESTIGATION:

On 4-20-99, at about 1445 hours, I contacted Frank Petersen. who advised me that he was inside Columbine High School when
the incident occurred. He stated that another teacher by the name of Theresa Miller called him out of his classroom and into the
hallway She told him to go to the office in order to get help. He stated at this time he heard one to two rapid fire shots. at which
time he responded to the office, telling them that there was a problem in the school. He stated he contacted the Assistant
Principal, Karen Studenka, and toid her what was occurring. He then proceeded out of the high school and directed students to

Clement Park. He stated that all he heard was shots being fired and he did not see any injuries and did not see any of the suspects
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PROGRESS REPORT Control Number: 2081
CASE TYPE: HOMICIDE

CASE NUMBER: 99-16215

PAGE 1 OF 2

INVESTIGATOR BRICE MOOMAW

On 05-05-99 at about 1100 hrs., this Investigator responded to Chatfield High School and
contacted:

PETERSEN, FRANK LLOYD
DOB: 01-16-50

3456 W. 30° Ave.

Denver, CO 80211

(303) 477-6793

Petersen identified his classroom as Science Room #2, He was in the process of giving a
test. Theresa Miller closed his back door when the incident started, then went to his front
door. She signaled him to come over to the door. This occurred a little after 1115 hrs.

Miller advised him there was shooting in the building. He initially thought it was a senior
prank, simply because of the time of year.

Petersen shut his classroom door behind him He left the class. He went to the stairs
going down to the cafeteria. At first, he didn’t hear anything. There were kids coming up
the stairs quickly, but not at an alarming rate.

Petersen heard a barrage of fire. He then heard pop, pop, pop. Kids hit the deck, then
there was a second barrage of gunfire. Petersen saw another teacher Rich Long. He was
crouched over. Long yelled for Petersen to go and get help. There was possibly someone
on the floor next to him. This Investigator asked Petersen if it was Dave Sanders? He
indicated it is unknown to him if it was Sanders or not.

Petersen turned and went east down the hall. He was yelling and herding kids down the
hall. He crossed the hailway and the fire alarm went off. People started coming out of the
math area.

Petersen went down the TRC hallway to the main hall, There was heavy shooting going
on down at the other end. This would be the set of doors heavily shot up. Petersen made
his way to the main office. Petersen related all the windows around the office area and
front doors were intact..

When he went inside, no body was in the office. He subsequently found that there were 2
couple of students and the vice principal, who he identified as Karen Studenka, in the
office. Studenka and Petersen took the students out of the office. At this point, Petersen
related he was unable to get back to his classroom. He related it is unknown to him if
anybody went to his class.
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CASE TYPE: HOMICIDE

CASE NUMBER: 99-16215
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INVESTIGATOR BRICE MOOMAW

This Investigator asked Petersen if he ever saw the shooters and he said no. This
Investigator then asked Petersen if he heard any statements by the shooters. He related he
heard lots of yelling, but nothing he could identify coming from them.

This Investigator asked Petersen when he was near the stairs, did be ever look towards the
library? He related he took a quick glance and did not see anyone in the ballway.



CONTINUATION o Reporang Agency Reporting Officer Cage Report No

SUPPLEMENT X JCSO C SCHOSHKE 99-7625

Connecting Case Report No. Victim Name Original Report Date This Report

CONT #3827 6-22-99

Cms  um a Offenss Statnx Open g Exceptionaily Cleared O | Recommend Case:  Review |

Recimmification O ClewcdbyAmrez O Unfounded n| Closge O
192 1 Quaty | Brand Name Deacriptica Serial No e Romed | Dadagd
WITNESS
Peterson, Frank

3456 W. 30" Av Denver, Co. 303 477-6793

On 6-21-99 I spoke with Peterson who told me that he had already been interviewed twice but could not remember

the names of the detectives.
No further information.
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FRANK PETERSEN
3456 West 30th Avenue

Denver, Colorado
(303) 477-6793

INVESTIGATION:

I contacted Frank Petersen, a student at Columbine High School by phone. Frank Petersen told me that he was in his Biology
class when Teresa Miller told him of the shooting. He ran to the south main hall, where he saw Mr. Long. Mr, Long told him
t0“Get help.” Petersen then went to the main office and talked to a woman named Karen. He heard glass breaking and decided

to leave the school via the east exit on the Art hallway. He went over to Clement Park.

Petersen stated that his class had been meeting in Science Room #2. He later found out that his class stayed in that classroom
and were joined by students from Science Room #3, His teacher was Doug Johnson. Petersen stated he did not see any

suspects.
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1 contacted the fotlowing Columbine High School students who were in Mr. Petersen’s 5th period biology class on 4/20/99:

Michelle Berrymen, DOB 10/08/82 - RS# 4534
Jody Clause, DOB 10/15/82 - RS# 4556

Lexis Coffey-Berg, DOB 12/17/82 - RS# 4557
Shannon Eberly, DOB 07/13/83 - RS# 45359
Nicole Lopez, DOB 02/22/83 - R5# 4360

Scott Phipps, DOB 06/15/83 - RS# 4563
Hannah Sheely, DOB 04/27/83 - RS# 4564
Jeffery Williamson, DOB 06/23/83 - RS# 4566

These students described the events of 4-20-99 as follows:

The class was having a test when Mr. Petersen ran out of the room. Gunshots were heard coming from outside the classroom
and the fire alartn activated. Some students thought it was a senior prank. The students began to evacuate the classroom, but
were told when they got into the hallway 1o retumn to the classroom. Some students stated that Mrs. Miller was the teacher who

told them to retumn to the classroom.

The students went back into the classroom. They huddled together on the floor by the door that joined Mr. Petersen’s classroom
with Mr. Johnson’s classroom. Mr. Johnson came into their class and locked their doors. Mr. Johnson had the students turn
the tables in a way which would provide a barricade. The students remained in their ciassroom until such time as they were

rescued by the SWAT team. The SWAT team then led them out of the school, via the stairway and through the cafeteria area.

During the incident, the connecting door between the classrooms was opened. Some of the students in Mr. Petersen’s class were
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-aware-that teacher Dave Sanders hrad beex inured and that he-was in Mr. Johnses's elassroom.

Two students in Mr, Petersen’s biology class were not in class on 4-20-99 due to illness. Those students are:

Vincent Phenis, DOB 02/27/81 - RS# 4562
Candace Neison, DOB 03/22/83 - RS# 4561

The following students could not be contacted. Phone messages were left at their residences and were not returned:

David Smith, DOB 09/13/83 - R5# 4565
Jennifer Dice, DOB 10/28/82 - RS# 4558
"ason Wood, DOB 04/15/83 - RS# 4567
Angela Adams, DOB 12/19/82 - RS# 4553

I spoke with student Kirsten Broman, DOB 09/14/83, RS# 4555, who advised me that while she was in Mr. Johnson’s class

during the incident, she saw two suspects in the science hailway shooting guns at the door of another science room. She did

not see the faces of the suspects. She did not see their weapons. She did not see them leave so she could not tell me a direction

of travel. She did not know if the suspects were male or female, She described one of the suspects as being blond,

Teacher Mr. Petersen, was interviewed in connection with RS#4532. His interview is on report #98-7625-GG.
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JEFFERSON COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT

Defendant: Docket Number:
Date: 5-10-99 Case Number: 992062
Deputy D.A,: Investigator: J.Burkhalter
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Melissa Pillow, dok 10-14-83
6555 W. Hoover Pl.

Littleteon, CO 80123

Ph. 303-798-6676

This investigator met with Melissa and her parents at her house.

Melissa stated she has not talked to anyone about the CHS incident.
Melissa stated she spent 4th. hour in the school library and when
the Sth. hour bell rang at 11:10 A.M., she left the library and went
to her biology class in the science section.

Melissa stated Ms. Williams teaches the class and they were due to
have a test but one of the students was allowed to show the class
some skills prior to the test.

After a shert period of time, about 5 minutes according to Melissa,
they heard pecple running down the hallways. One of the biology
students went to the hall and locked out. He returned very quickly
and appeared very pale. The according to Melissa, Mr. Richard Long
ran into the classroom and yelled for everyone to get down under
tables and stay there. He then left.

Ms. Williams told everyone to get into the green house after they

heard a shot. Once in the green house Melissa stated "it was like
constant shooting." Then about a half hour of silence and then more
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shooting. Melissa stated the shooting scunded like it would last a
half hour at a time as well.

Melissa went on to say they thought it was over and then heard a
bunch of gunshots and then someone say; "I want to die today."
Melissa stated the person sgaying that had a mocking type laugh and
would yell and then more gunshots.

Melissa stated she felt two bombs go off. 8he stated the green
house shook and she thought it was at the school store since it was
directly under them.

Melissa stated bells were ringing around 2:30 P.M., and the fire
alarm went off and then a bell constantly ringing which means "all
clear"., Then Melissa stated they heard some more shooting and then
some single type shots that were a little quieter. She stated she
locked at a watch and it was 2:30 P.M.

Melissa went on tc say they hear yelling and that's when SWAT came
and helped them out of the building.

Melissa was asked if she could tell where the shots were coming
from? She stated the shooting was up and down the hallway and it
gounded like the lockers were being shot at due to the noise.

Melissa stated she could hear peocople talking ocutside the door but

couldn't make cut what was being said.

Melissa stated she left her Eddie Bauer dark blue backpack with a
leather base in the ¢lass room. She stated it has papers with her
name on it as well as a TI 86 calculator in a black case. She
stated her wallet (black) with pictures is in the backpack as well
as a 20 deollar bill. She stated her day planner has her name in it

as well.

Meligsa stated she doesn’t know any TCM members perscnally, but has

seen them in the hallway dressed funny.
JC-001- 002114



Melissa stated she was in the library while a class was being
conducted and she sat in the stuffed chair near the South side of
the library.

Melissa didn't have any thing else to add except she did not see any
of the shooter and didn't recognize them until their picture was in

the newspaper.

This concluded the interview.
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